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BOOK OF MARRIAGE (KITĀB AL-NIKĀḤ) 

Chapter: Encouragement Toward Marriage 

794 – From ʿAlqamah (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: I was walking with ʿAbdullāh 
in Minā when ʿUthmān ibn ʿAffān met him and spoke privately with him. He said: “O Abū ʿAbd 
al-Raḥmān, shall we not marry you to a young virgin girl who may remind you of some of what 
has passed from your time?” When ʿAbdullāh noticed this, he called me and said: The Messenger 
of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “O young men! Whoever among you is able to engage in sexual intercourse 
then let him get married, for it is more helpful in lowering the gaze and more chaste for the 
private parts. Whoever is unable, then let him fast, for it is a severing (of his lustful desires).” 

795 – From Anas ibn Mālik (may Allah be pleased with him): A group of the companions of the 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم asked about the worship of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم. One of them said: “As for me, I will pray 
throughout the night forever.” Another said: “I will fast continuously and never break my fast.” 
Another said: “I will keep away from women and never marry.” The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم then praised Allah, 
glorified Him, and said: “What is the matter with people who say such-and-such? I fast and 
break my fast, I pray and I sleep, and I marry women. Whoever turns away from my sunnah 
is not from me.” 

796 – From Saʿd ibn Abī Waqqāṣ (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: The Messenger of 
Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم did not allow ʿUthmān ibn Maẓʿūn to be celibate. Had he permitted him to do so, we 
would have resorted to castration. 
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Chapter: The Best Amenity of This World Is a Righteous Wife 

797 – From ʿAbdullāh ibn ʿAmr (may Allah be pleased with them both), who said: The Messenger 
of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “This world is an amenity, and the best amenity of this world is a righteous 
wife.” 

Chapter: Marrying a Woman for Her Religiosity 

798 – From Abū Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), from the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, who said: “A 
woman is married for four reasons: her wealth, her good conduct, her beauty, and her 
religion. So triumph with the one who is religious; may your hands be covered in dust.” 

Chapter: Marrying a Virgin 

799 – From Jābir ibn ʿ Abdullāh (may Allah be pleased with them both), who said: Abdullah passed 
away leaving behind nine or seven daughters. So, I married a previously married woman. The 
Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said to me: “O Jābir, did you get married?” I replied, “Yes.” He said: “A 
virgin or a previously married woman?” I said, “A previously married woman.” He said: “Why 
not a virgin, so that you could play with her and she could play with you, or so you can make 
her laugh and she can make you laugh?” I said: “ʿAbdullāh passed away and left behind nine 
or seven daughters, and I disliked bringing someone like them into the household. Instead, I wanted 
a woman who could care for them, and look after them.” He said: “May Allah bless you,” or he 
said: “That is good.” 
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Chapter: A Man Must Not Propose Over the Proposal of His Brother 

800 – From ʿAbd al-Raḥmān ibn Shimāsah, who heard ʿUqbah ibn ʿĀmir (may Allah be pleased 
with him) say on the pulpit that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “The believer is the brother of 
the believer. Therefore, it is not lawful for a believer to outbid his brother in a sale, nor to 
propose marriage over the proposal of his brother until he abandons it.” 

Chapter: Looking at the Woman One Intends to Marry 

801 – From Abū Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: A man came to the Prophet 
 :said to him صلى الله عليه وسلم and informed him that he had married a woman from the Anṣār. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم
“Did you look at her? For indeed there is something in the eyes of the women of the Anṣār.” 
He replied, “I indeed looked at her.” Then he asked: “How much dowry did you give her?” He 
replied, “Four ūqiyyahs (i.e., 120 silver coins).” The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “Four ūqiyyahs?! It is as 
though you are carving silver from the side of this mountain! We have nothing to give you, 
but perhaps we will send you on an expedition from which you may obtain something.” Then, 
he sent an expedition to Banū ʿAbs. He sent that man with them.  

Chapter: Seeking the Permission of the Previously Married Woman and the 
Virgin in Marriage 

802 – From Abū Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), who said that the Messenger of Allah 
 said: “A previously married woman should not be married until she is consulted, and a صلى الله عليه وسلم
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virgin should not be married until her permission is sought.” They said: “O Messenger of 
Allah, how is her permission given?” He replied: “By her silence.” 

803 – From Ibn ʿAbbās (may Allah be pleased with them both), that the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “A 
previously married woman has more right concerning herself than her guardian, and a 
virgin must be asked for permission regarding herself; her permission is her silence.” 

Chapter: Conditions in Marriage 

804 – From ʿ Uqbah ibn ʿ Āmir (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: The Messenger of Allah 
 said: “The conditions most deserving of fulfillment are those by which intimate relations صلى الله عليه وسلم
become lawful for you.” 

Chapter: Marrying a Young Girl 

805 – From ʿĀʾishah (may Allah be pleased with her), who said: The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم 
married me when I was six years old, and consummated the marriage with me when I was nine 
years old. She said: We came to Madinah, and I suffered from an illness for month. Then, my hair 
grew back until it reached my shoulders. My mother, Umm Rūmān, came to me while I was on a 
swing with some of my friends. She called me, and I came to her not knowing what she wanted. 
She took me by the hand and brought me to the door of a house. I was breathing heavily until I 
was out of breathe. After that, she brought me into the house where there were women from the 
Anṣār. They said: “With goodness and blessing, and upon the best of fortune.” Then, she handed 
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me over to them, who washed my head and adorned me. It was not other than the Messenger of 
Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم who unexpectedly entered upon me in the morning, then she handed me over to him. 

Chapter: Freeing a Female Slave and Marrying Her 

806 – From Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) who said: The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم set out on the Battle 
of Khaybar. There, we prayed the morning prayer while it was dark. The Prophet of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم 
mounted, then Abū Ṭalḥah, and I was behind Abū Ṭalḥah. The Prophet of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم moved through 
the narrow streets of Khaybar and my knee was touching the thigh of the Prophet of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم. His 
lower garment uncovered the thigh of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم. When he entered the village, he said: “Allah 
is the Greatest! Khaybar is ruined. Indeed when we arrive among a people, evil is the 
morning for those who were warned!” He said it three times. The people went out for their work 
and said: “By Allah, Muhammad (is here)!” ʿAbd al-ʿAzīz said: “Some of our companions said: 
‘Muhammad and (his) army (are here)!’” So, we conquered Kaybar by force, and the female 
captives were gathered. Diḥyah came and said: “O Messenger of Allah, give me one of the female 
captives. He said: “Go and take a female captive.” So, he took Ṣafiyyah bint Ḥuyayy. Then, a 
man came to the Prophet of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم and said: “O Prophet of Allah, you gave Diḥyah Ṣafiyyah, the 
daughter Ḥuyayy, who is the leader of Quraythah and Naḍīr. She is only suitable for you.” The 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “Call for him and bring her to me.” He came with her and when the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم 
looked at her, he said: “Take a captive woman besides her.” Then the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم freed her and 
married her. Thābit said: “O Abū Ḥamzah, what was her dowry?” He replied: “Her freedom; he 
freed her and married her.” When he was on his way (back), Umm Sulaym prepared her for him 
and gifted her to him at night. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم spent the following morning as a groom, then he 
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said: “Whoever has anything, let him bring it to me.” A tablecloth was spread out and one 
person came with dried cheese, another with dates, and another with butter, from which they made 
(a food called) ḥays, and the wedding feast of Allah’s Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم took place. 

807 – From Abū Mūsā al-Ashʿarī (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: The Messenger of 
Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said about the one who frees a slave woman then marries her: “He will have two 
rewards.”  

Chapter: The Marriage Called “Ash-Shighār” 

808 – From Ibn ʿUmar (may Allah be pleased with them both) who said: The Messenger of Allah 
 prohibited ash-shighār, which is when a man marries off his daughter to another man (on the صلى الله عليه وسلم
condition) that the other man marries off his daughter (to the first man) without any dowry for 
either of the two girls. 

Chapter: Al-Mutʿah (i.e., Temporary Marriage) 

809 – From Qays, who said: I heard ʿAbdullāh ibn Masʿūd (may Allah be pleased with him) say: 
We used to participate in military expeditions with the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم while we had no 
wives with us. We said: “Should we not castrate ourselves?” He forbade us from doing so, then 
granted us permission to marry women temporarily in exchange for a garment for a specified 
amount of time. Then ʿAbdullāh recited: “O you who believe! Do not prohibit the good things 
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which Allah has made lawful for you, and do not transgress. Indeed, Allah does not love the 
transgressors.” (Al-Māʾidah 5:87). 

810 – From Jābir ibn ʿAbdullāh (may Allah be pleased with them both) who said: We used to 
practice temporary marriage with dowries of a handful of dates and flour for a number of days 
during the time of the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم, Abū Bakr, and ʿUmar.  

Chapter: The Abrogation of Temporary Marriage 

811 – From ʿAlī ibn Abī Ṭālib (may Allah be pleased with him): The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم 
prohibited temporary marriage and prohibited the meat of domesticated donkeys on the day of 
Khaybar. 

812 – From Ar-Rabīʿ ibn Sabrah who reports that his father went on the military expedition with 
the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم when Makkah was conquered. He said: “We settled there for fifteen 
days – thirty including both night and day – so the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم gave us permission to 
temporarily marry women. I left with another man from my people; I was more handsome than 
him, and he was closer to ad-Damāmah (i.e., not physically attractive). We each had a cloak, but 
my cloak was worn out while my cousin’s cloak was new. When we were in the most southern or 
northern part of Makkah a young girl with a long yet proportioned neck. So we said: “Would you 
be willing for one of us to temporarily marry you?” She said: “What will you two give?” So the 
each of us laid down his cloak and she started looking at us. The one with me saw her looking to 
her side. He then said: “That cloak is worn out and this one is brand new. She replied: “This cloak 
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is not bad.” She said it two or three times. Then I temporarily married her and I did not leave her 
until the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم prohibited it. 

813 – From Sabrah Al-Juhani (may Allah be pleased with him): He was with the Mesenger of 
Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم then he said: “O people, I previously permitted you to temporarily marry women, and 
(now) Allah has surely prohibited that until the Day of Resurrection. So, whoever has a women 
whom he married by such,  he shall leave her and do not take (back) anything you gave them. 

Chapter: The Prohibition of Getting Married While in the State of Iḥrām 

814 – From Nubayh ibn Wahb: ʿUmar ibn ʿUbaydullah wanted Ṭalḥah ibn ʿUmar to marry the 
daughter of Shaybah ibn Jubayr. So he invited Abān ibn ʿUthmān to attend that; he was the leader 
for Ḥajj. Abān replied: “I heard ʿ Uthmān ibn ʿ Affān saying: ‘The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “The 
person in the state of iḥram shall not marry, get married, nor propose.”’” 

815 – From Ibn ʿ Abbās (may Allah be pleased with them both): The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم married 
Maymūnah while he was in the state of iḥram. 

816 – From Yazīd ibn Al-Aṣamm (may Allah be pleased with him) who said: Maymūnah bint Al-
Ḥārith told me that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم married her while he was not in the state of iḥrām. 
He said: She is my aunt and the aunt of Ibn ʿAbbās. 
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Chapter: The Prohibition of Marrying Both a Woman and Her Paternal or 
Maternal Aunt 

817 – From Abū Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him): There are four women whom The 
Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم prohibited getting married to simultaneously: a woman with her paternal 
aunt, and a woman with her maternal aunt. 

Chapter: The Dowry of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم for His Wives 

818 – From Abū Salamah ibn ʿAbd al-Raḥmān: He said: I asked ʿĀʾishah (may Allah be pleased 
with her), “How much was the dowry of the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم?” She replied: “The dowry of 
the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم for his wives was twelve uqiyyahs and one nash.” He said: “Do you 
know what a nash is?” I replied: “No.” She said: “Half an uqiyyah.” Thus the total was five hundred 
silver coins. That was the dowry of the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم for his wives.  

Chapter: Marriage With the Weight of One Date Pit in Gold as a Dowry 

819 – From Anas ibn Mālik (may Allah be pleased with him): The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم saw on ʿAbd al-
Raḥmān ibn ʿAwf yellow traces of perfume and said: “What is this?” He replied: “O Messenger 
of Allah, I have married a woman.” He said: “How much dowry did you give her?” He replied: 
“The weight of one date pit in gold.” The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “May Allah bless you. Host a wedding 
feast, even if that is with only one sheep.” 
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Chapter: Marriage in With Teaching the Qur'an as a Dowry 

820 – From Sahl ibn Saʿd al-Sāʿidī (may Allah be pleased with him): A woman came to the 
Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم and said: “O Messenger of Allah, I have come to propose myself to you for 
marriage.” The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم looked at her, raising his gaze toward her and then lowering 
it. Then he lowered his gaze. When she saw that he had no desire to marry her, she sat down. A 
man from among the companions stood and said: “O Messenger of Allah, if you have no need of 
her, then get her married to me.” The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “Do you have anything to give her as a 
dowry?” He replied: “No, by Allah, O Messenger of Allah.” He said: “Go to your family and 
see if you can find something.” He went and returned, saying: “No, by Allah, I have not found 
anything.” The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “Go and look, even if it is only an iron ring.” He went and 
returned, saying: “No, by Allah, O Messenger of Allah, not even an iron ring. However, I have my 
lower garment.” Sahl said: “He had no upper garment.” The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “What 
will she do with your garment? If you wear it, she will have none of it, and if she wears it, 
you will have none of it.” The man then sat down. After sitting for a long time, he got up to leave. 
The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم called him back and said: “What do you know of the Qur'an?” He 
replied: “I know such-and-such chapter,” and he named them. The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “Do you know 
them by heart?” He replied: “Yes.” The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “Go, for I have married her off to you 
in exchange for what you know of the Qur'an.” 

Chapter: Concerning His Statement, the Exalted: “You can postpone (the turn 
of) whom you will of them (your wives).” [Al-Aḥzāb: 51]. 
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821 – From ʿĀʾishah (may Allah be pleased with her), who said: I used to feel jealous of the 
women who offered themselves to the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم and would say: “Should a woman 
even be offering herself?” Then Allah, the Exalted, revealed: “You can postpone (the turn of) 
whom you will of them (your wives), and you may receive whom you will.”. So I said: “I do 
not see except that your Lord hastens to fulfill your wishes.”  

Chapter: Getting Married in the Month of Shawwāl 

822 – From ʿĀʾishah (may Allah be pleased with her), who said: The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم 
married me in Shawwāl and consummated our marriage in Shawwāl. Which wife of the wives of 
Allah’s Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم was more fortunate than me? ʿĀʾishah used to like for the women of her 
people to consummate their marriages in Shawwāl. 

Chapter: Al-Walīmah (i.e., The Wedding Feast) 

823 – From Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: "The Messenger of 
Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم never gave a wedding feast for any of his wives that was larger or better than the one 
he gave for Zainab." Thabit al-Bunani asked, "What did he serve in the wedding feast?" Anas 
replied, "He fed them bread and meat until they left it." 

824 – From the authority of Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: The 
Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم married and consummated his marriage with his wife. My mother, Umm 
Sulaym, prepared ḥays and placed it in a stone vessel. She said, “O Anas, take this to the Messenger 
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of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم and say: My mother sent this to you, she sends her greetings of peace (Salam) to you, 
and says: This is a small gift from us to you, O Messenger of Allah.” So I went with it to the 
Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم and said, “My mother sends her greetings of peace to you and says: This is 
a small gift from us to you, O Messenger of Allah.” He said, “Set it down.” Then he said, “Go 
and invite so-and-so, so-and-so, and so-and-so for me, and anyone you meet,” and he named 
some men. I invited those he named and whoever I met. The sub-narrator said: I asked Anas, “How 
many were they in number?” He replied, “Around three hundred.” Anas continued: Then the 
Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said to me, “O Anas, bring the vessel.” The people entered until the ṣuffah 
and the room were completely full. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم then said, “Let them form circles 
of ten people each, and let every person eat from what is directly in front of him.” They ate 
until they were completely full. One group would leave and another group would enter until they 
had all eaten. He then said to me, “O Anas, pick it up.” I picked it up, and I did not know whether 
there was more food when I first set it down or when I picked it up. Afterward, groups of them 
remained behind, sitting and talking in the house of the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم while the Messenger 
of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم was sitting there, and his wife had turned her face toward the wall. Their long stay 
became a burden upon the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم, so he went out and greeted his wives, and then 
came back. When they saw that the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم had returned, they realized they had 
been a burden to him, so they rushed to the door and all left. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم came and 
let down the curtain and entered, while I was sitting in the room. He did not stay inside long before 
he came out to me, and this verse had just been revealed. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم went out and 
recited it to the people: “O you who have believed, do not enter the houses of the Prophet except 
when you are permitted for a meal, without awaiting its readiness. But when you are invited, 
then enter; and when you have eaten, disperse without lingering for conversation. Indeed, that 
[behavior] was troubling the Prophet...” [Al-Ahzab: 53] to the end of the verse.” Al-Jaʿd (the sub-
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narrator) said: Anas stated, “I have the freshest memory of these verses among all people, and the 
wives of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم were secluded behind the veil (Hijab) from that time on.” 

Chapter: Responding to an Invitation to a Wedding Feast 

825 – From Nāfiʿ, from Ibn ʿ Umar (may Allah be pleased with them both), that the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: 
“When one of you is invited by his brother, let him respond, whether that is a wedding feast 
or something similar.” 

826 – From Abū Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم 
said: “When one of you is invited, let him respond. If he is fasting, let him supplicate, and if 
he is not fasting, let him eat.”  

827 – From Abū Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “The 
worst food is the food of a wedding feast to which those who come are prevented while those 
who refuse are invited. Whoever refuses the invitation has disobeyed Allah and His 
Messenger صلى الله عليه وسلم.”  

Chapter: What Should be Said at the Time of Sexual Intercourse 

828 – From Ibn ʿAbbās (may Allah be pleased with them both), who said: The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “If 
one of you, when approaching his wife, says: ‘In the Name of Allah. O Allah, keep Shayṭān 
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away from us and keep Shayṭān away from what You provide for us,’ and a child is decreed 
for them, Shayṭān will never harm him.” 

Chapter: Regarding the Saying of Allah Most High: “Your wives are a tilth for 
you.” [Al-Baqarah: 223] 

829 – From Ibn al-Munkadir, who heard Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) say: The Jews used 
to say that if a man had sexual intercourse with his wife from behind but into her front, the child 
would be born cross-eyed. Then this verse was revealed: “Your wives are a tilth for you, so go to 
your tilth however you wish.” [Al-Baqarah: 223] 

Chapter: Regarding a Woman Who Refuses Her Husband's Bed 

830 – From Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم 
said: “If a man invites his wife to his bed and she refuses to come, and he spends the night 
angry with her, the angels curse her until the morning.” 

Chapter: Regarding Disclosing a Woman's Private Matters 

831 – From Abu Saʿid al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: The Messenger of 
Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “Indeed, among the worst of people in status before Allah on the Day of 
Resurrection is a man who is intimate with his wife and she is intimate with him, and then 
he goes and discloses her private secrets.” 
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Chapter: Allah Concealing the Deed of a Servant and the Servant Exposing 
Himself 

832 – From Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: I heard the Messenger of 
Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم say: “All of my nation will be forgiven except those who publicize their sins. An 
example of publicizing is when a servant commits a deed at night, and then enters the 
morning while his Lord has concealed it for him, yet he says: O so-and-so, last night I did 
such and such. He spent the night while his Lord concealed his deed, but in the morning, he 
removes the cover of Allah from himself.” 

Chapter: Regarding Coitus Interruptus with Wives and Female Slaves 

833 – From Abu Sa'id al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: Coitus interruptus 
was mentioned in the presence of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, and he said: “Why do you do that?” They said: 
A man has a wife who is breastfeeding, and he engages in sexual intercourse with her but dislikes 
that she should become pregnant from him. And a man has a female slave with whom he engages 
in sexual intercourse, but dislikes that she should become pregnant from him. He said: “It does not 
matter if you do not do that, for it is only destiny (that determines birth).” Ibn ʿ Awn said: I narrated 
this to Al-Hasan, and he said: “By Allah, it seems to be a admonition.” 

834 – From Jabir bin Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with them), who said: A man asked the 
Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, saying: I have a young slave-girl, and I practice coitus interruptus with her. The 
Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “That will not prevent anything that Allah has willed.” Later, the man 
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returned and said: O Messenger of Allah, the slave-girl I mentioned to you has become pregnant. 
The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “I am the servant of Allah and His Messenger.” 

Chapter: Regarding Al-Ghīlah (i.e., Intimacy with a Breastfeeding Wife) 

835 – From Judamah bint Wahb al-Asadiyyah, the sister of Ukkashah (may Allah be pleased with 
her), who said: I was present with the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم among some people while he was 
saying: “I intended to prohibit al-ghīlah, but I looked at the Romans and the Persians and 
saw that they practice al-ghilah with their children, and it does not harm their children at 
all.” Then they asked him about coitus interruptus, and the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم said: “That is 
the hidden infanticide.” 

Chapter: Intimacy with Pregnant Female Captives 

836 – From Abu al-Dardaʾ (may Allah be pleased with him), from the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, that he came 
across a woman who was heavily pregnant standing at the door of a tent. He said: “Perhaps he 
intends to have intimacy with her?” They said: Yes. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم then said: “I 
have a mind to curse him with a curse that will enter his grave with him. How can he take 
him as an heir when he is not lawful for him? How can he employ him as a servant when he 
is not lawful for him?” 

837 – From Abu Saʿid al-Khudri (may Allah be pleased with him): On the day of the Battle of 
Hunayn, the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم sent an army to Awṭās. They met the enemy, fought them, 
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prevailed over them, and took female captives. Some of the companions of the Messenger of Allah 
 felt hesitant to have intimacy with them because they had husbands among the polytheists. Then صلى الله عليه وسلم
Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, revealed regarding that: “And [also prohibited to you are] married 
women except those your right hands possess...” [An-Nisāʾ: 24]. Meaning: they are lawful for 
you once their waiting period has concluded.” 

Chapter: Apportioning Equal Time Between Wives 

838 – From Anas (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم had nine wives. 
When he distributed his time among them, he would not return to the first wife until nine days had 
passed. They used to gather every night in the house of the one whose turn it was. One night, while 
he was in the house of ʿĀʾishah, Zaynab came, and the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم extended his hand toward her. 
ʿĀʾishah said: This is Zainab! So the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم withdrew his hand. The two wives then exchanged 
words until their voices rose, and the prayer was called. Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with 
him) passed by having heard their voices, and said: Go out to the prayer, O Messenger of Allah, 
and throw dust into their mouths! The Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم went out. ʿĀʾishah said: When the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم 
finishes his prayer, Abu Bakr will come and do such-and-such to me. When the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم finished 
his prayer, Abu Bakr came to her and spoke to her harshly, saying: Do you behave in this manner?! 

Chapter: Staying with a Virgin or a Previously Married Woman 

839 – From Umm Salamah (may Allah be pleased with her): When the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم 
married Umm Salamah, he stayed with her for three days, and said: “You are not held in low 
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esteem by your husband. If you wish, I will spend seven nights with you, but if I spend seven 
nights with you, I will also spend seven nights with each of my other wives.” 

840 – From Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: If a man marries a virgin 
when he is already married to a previously married woman, he should stay with her for seven 
nights. If he marries a previously married woman when he is already married to a virgin, he should 
stay with her for three nights. Khalid (the sub-narrator) said: If I were to say that Anas traced this 
directly back to the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, I would be speaking the truth, but he simply stated: The sunnah is 
such. 

Chapter: A Woman Gifting Her Allotted Day to Another 

841 – From ʿĀʾishah (may Allah be pleased with her), who said: There is no woman in whose skin 
I would love to be more than Sawdah bint Zamʿah, except that she had a sharp temperament. She 
continued: When Sawdah grew old, she gave her day with the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم to ʿĀʾishah. 
She said: O Messenger of Allah, I have given my day from you to ʿĀʾishah. Thus, the Messenger 
of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم used to allot two days to ʿĀʾishah: her own day and the day of Sawdah. 

Chapter: Abandoning the Allotment of Time for Certain Wives 

842 – From ʿAṭāʾ, who said: We attended the funeral of Maymūnah, the wife of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, 
with Ibn ʿAbbas at Sarif. Ibn ʿAbbas said: This is the wife of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, so when you lift her 
bier, do not shake it or jolt it, but carry it gently. The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم had nine wives; he 
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used to divide his time among eight of them, and he did not allot time for one. ʿAṭāʾ said: The one 
for whom he did not allot time was Ṣafiyyah bint Huyayy bin Akhṭab.” 

Chapter: Whoever Sees a Woman Should Go to His Wife to Repel What Is in 
His Mind 

843 – From Jabir bin Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with them): The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم saw 
a woman, so he came to his wife Zaynab while she was tanning a piece of leather belonging to her, 
and he fulfilled his desire. He then went out to his Companions and said: “Indeed, a woman 
approaches in the form of a devil and departs in the form of a devil. So if one of you catches 
sight of a woman, let him go to his wife, for that will repel what is in his mind.” 

Chapter: Being Considerate of Women and Advising Good Treatment for 
Them 

844 – From Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), from the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم, who said: 
“Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, if he witnesses a matter, let him speak good or 
remain silent. And treat women well, for the woman was created from a rib, and the most 
crooked part of a rib is its top. If you attempt to straighten it, you will break it, and if you 
leave it, it remains crooked. So, treat women well.” 

Chapter: A Believing Man Should Not Hate a Believing Woman 
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845 – From Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم 
said: “A believing man should not hate a believing woman; if he dislikes one of her 
characteristics, he will be pleased with another.” Or he said: “With something else.” 

Chapter: Were It Not for Hawwa (Eve), No Female Would Ever Betray Her 
Husband 

846 – From Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him), who said: The Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم 
said: “Were it not for the Children of Israel, food would not spoil and meat would not rot; 
and were it not for Eve, no female would ever betray her husband.” 

Chapter: Whoever Returns from a Journey Should Not Rush to Enter Upon 
His Family, So That the Disheveled One May Comb Her Hair 

847 – From Jabir bin Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with them), who said: We were with the 
Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم on an expedition. When we approached the city, I hastened on a slow camel 
of mine. A rider caught up with me from behind and poked my camel with a staff he had with him, 
and my camel started moving as fast as the best camel you have ever seen. I turned around and 
saw that it was the Messenger of Allah صلى الله عليه وسلم. He said: “What makes you in such a hurry, O Jabir?” I 
replied: O Messenger of Allah, I am recently married. He asked: “Did you marry a virgin or a 
previously married woman?” I said: Rather, a previously married woman. He said: “Why not a 
virgin, so that you could play with her and she could play with you?” When we reached 
Madinah, we were about to enter our homes, but he said: “Wait, so that we may enter at night, 
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so that the disheveled woman may comb her hair and the one whose husband was absent 
may shave her pubic hair.” And he added: “When you enter, be wise and clever (and/or 
engage in sexual intercourse and/or aim to seek a child).” 


